Military medics delay
routine booster shots
for adults, children

By Leizh Anne Bierstine
Afr Force Swrgeon General Public Ajfairs

BOLLIMG AR FORCE BASE, DLC, (AFPN) - A
temporary shortage of an adult Td vaccine in the Lnited
Atates is expected to impact Adr Force supplics of the 2-
=1 vaccme that protects agamst telanus and diphihe-
i

Ong of the pharmacentical companies that manulsc-
tured the vaccine siopped produciion last vear, said offi-
cials at the Cemters for Disease Contrel and Prevention
i Atlaita,

This lefi only one company, Avenlis Pasteur, (o pro-
duce cnough vaccine for the cntire coumtry, While the
new company has merensed produchon o accommeo-
date the country's peeds. e shortage is expected to last
until early pext year.

In light of the shortage and the recommendations of
the CDCs advisory commitics on Immnmizabion prac-
tiees, the Air Force 15 deferrmg all rowtine boosters of
Td vaccine for previously immunized adulis and chil-
dren alder than 7 until X002 when the vaccing becomes
fully available, The manufaciurer is ensuring the CDC
that adequate vaccme will be available for those adobes-
cents and adulis who need il mosi

“The aciual risk of a case of tetanus resulting from
the shonage remams low, since in the United Staics
most people have had the pomary senes of vaccia-
thons,” said Col Dana Bradshaw, chiel of preventive
medicine al the A Force
Surgeon Cieneral’s Oiice
here,

“Even so, any adult or
adolescent who  experi-
cnoces A lelanns-prons
wiound and has not had a
tetanus booster m the last
five wyears should. as
always, consuli their local
healih-care provider
immediaiely to recoive the
vaccing and proper treat-
iment.”

Boosters are roufinels
given cvery 100 wears

“The actual risk of a
case of tetanus
resulting from the
shortage remains

" potentially

low. .

Col Dana Bradshaw
Chief of preventive medicine
Air Force Surgeon General's Office

Air Force feels jab

from vaccine shortage
Tl

Pholo Ey Amn Cheis Powel
Louise Johnsen, immunizations office, gives 1st Lt
Tedd Kauffman, 10th Missile Squadron, an immu-
nization shot Wednesday.

their ravel plans and mmmpnization record with ther
hezalth-care provider

Az a precaution, deploving troops will also be prios-
ilized for Td boosiers, Col Bradshaw said

Parcnis should be aware the poicnial also exisis for
a shorage o develop n
supplies of the Td vaccine
formulated for children
up o the age of 6.

Those Aar Force med-
ical Facilities with limited
quantities of the child’s
formuls of the vaccine
will pnorize supphes and
defer  some
children for the fonrth
shot i they have complet-
ed the imitial series. Such
deferral should nod pre-
clude admission o child-
care focilities or schools,

However, in the event of
an imjury such as a cul
punciure of bum that has been contaminated with din,
soil or saliva, a boostcr 15 recommended if the injured
person has not received o tetanus booster within five
Vi2ars,

Today, 8% percent of Air Force people are up-to-date
on their fetanus siams

Mew recruiis who have recently joined the Air Force
are the largest group to be deferred as a result of the
temporary shortage, Bradshaw said.

“We highly encourage our trainegs to prompily
repori any wounds they think may put them at nisk for
tetanus,” he sad.

People who are plamning leisure travel to Third
World or developing countries where the risk of con-
tracting diphikeria is especially high, should discuss

Children should still be
vaccinated with all sdher recommended vaccines accord-
ing i published childbood mmunization schedules.

The Air Force iz following CDC guidelines that
require health-care providers to track patients in need of
the Td boosicr. Air Force hospitals and clinkcs world-
wile are uwsing the Arr Force Complete lmmungzation
Tracking Application 1o track patients in need of i
boosier

“Personnel deferred for routine bopsters will be noti-
fied and brought up-io=date when supplies retur & nos-
mal,” Col Bradshaw said

About 30 o 45 cases of fctanus ocour annually
nobionwide, COC officials sand.

The center has reporied no merease in reports during
the cumrent shortage, and no hospitalizations for tetanns
have been reporied in the Air Force since 1990,
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Star Wars missile
Intercept a success

Vandenberg AFB, CALIF, - A modified Minpieman
Intercontimenta]l Ballsie Missile prototvpe imlerceptor
successfully  targeted and destroved an  unarmed
Minuteman 11 ICBM target vehicle over the central
Pacific Ocean on July 14.

The planied intercepion wok place abowl 10 mimates
afier the miercepior was lamched, at an altitede of more
than 140 miles above the Earth.

The interceptor destroved e unammed warhead at
about 13,064 miph

The test was condocted in support of the Ground-
based Midcourse Defense Sepment, formerly called the
Matipnal Miszsile Defense Program, by the Ballistic
Mizsile Defense Orgamzation in Washington, and the
J0ih Space Wing, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

An ICBM target wvehicle was launched from
Windenberg af 10030 pm. EDT. The ICBM prodotype
interceptor was launched from the Ronald Reagan
Mizzile Site Ewajalein Awll in the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, 42800 miles away, about 20 mimutes
later.

“The early indications we have is that evervihing
worked in a nominal mode.” sand Lt Gen Ronald Kadish,
director of BMDNO.

“These tesis take several weeks 1o deduce the data, but
wi believe we have a successful test in all aspecis at this
time,” he said “This test though. is one sop on a jour-
ney. "-‘-'Er: hgh'f: a lomg road abead in all the missile defense
activimes,

Kadizh zaid e does nol kiow for sure if the test met
all objectives,

“In all probability, some of them were ned (met).” he
zaid. “But the early indications are that we lave perform-
ance in every ong of the objectives of the test.”

Full test resulis would be available m two months, he
=T

This is the first launch in supporn of the program this
year. The lost launch took place July 7, 20680,

Az the mizzsileers cheered their success, airmen from
Wandenberg's 3Hh Security Forces Squadron took four
Greenpeace members o custody Tor trespassing on
Wandenberg's Mimoeman and Brown beaches during the
launch operation

{Amierican Force fnformmtion Seevice comlribaied To
Hheis sl

Air Force officials cautious
about military pay problems

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFPN) — Air
Force Personnel Cenier officials here are encouraging ainmen
with recent pay-stitus changes o venfy those changes with
local finance offices

Malmstrom officials should call malitary pay at 731-2430,

In May or Jung, aimen who either became a new officer
accession, Mnalized their re-enlistment within 30 davs of tkeir
daic of separation; or recently retumed from 3 break in actve
service, might want 1o check what their pay was July 13, AFPC
alficials said.

The recommendation is being made afler some aimen with
pav-stoius chonges in May and June weren't pasd cormectly al
the end of June

OiTicials here believe many of the problems have been fixed.

“We can’t say there will be no problems for this pavday,”
sadd Lt Col Richard Treasure, chief of the systems requirements
divizion Randolph AFE. Texas, “We could never guaranice
that, But most, if not all, of those who were shorled expected
pav or bonuses the last one or two pay perieds should sec their
Tull pay restored. along with a lumgp swim,.”

(Coirtesy af AFPC News Service. |



